
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Status of proposal 

Verne Freeman, of Freeman Materials 

in Palo Alto and Freeman Quarry, south 

of Gilroy, has filed the application for a 

permit for a new quarry on Watsonville 

Road on behalf of Bella Creek LLC.  The 

photo at the right shows what Mr. 

Freeman states is similar to what they 

hope to do along Watsonville Road. 

The plans submitted to the county were 

incomplete and are currently being 

revised to address a variety of 

concerns raised by County as well as 

State officials.  Some people may feel 

that the concerns raised would prevent 

further progress of this proposal; 

however, Freeman Quarry is a 

subsidiary of West Coast Aggregate, 

Inc., which has five quarries in the Bay 

Area, and it is their business to operate 

quarries and to create more.   

Responses received from the County 

imply that a revised submission is 

coming.   As a result, it is important for 

the community to be ready for 

representation at future public 

proceedings. 

Quarry on Watsonville Rd? 

Concerned neighbors want to make 

sure your family is aware of a proposal 

making its way through the Santa Clara 

County Planning Department.  The 

proposal submitted in April 2006 

requests permission for a commercial 

surface mining operation off 

Watsonville & Burchell Roads in Gilroy.   

This mine will excavate and distribute 

200,000 – 300,000 tons of gravel /yr, 

which means ~10,000 trucks/yr, or 1 

135 Acre quarry proposed in your backyard!  

 
every 12 minutes, on Watsonville Rd 

and Hecker Pass Hwy (152). It will take 

an estimated 20 years to excavate the 

1.7 million cubic yards of alluvial gravel 

planned for removal creating a 32 

acre X 40 foot deep pit.  All of the 

gravel would be processed and 

crushed onsite. 

“..dry-pits can affect 

water quality because 

there is a risk of 

contaminating the 

groundwater table, 

which in turn can 

contaminate the nearby 

stream.”  
 

- 4/6/2007 letter to the Planning Office 

from The US Fish & Wildlife Service and 

the California Department of Fish and 

Game 

Map shows  

location of 

proposed 

quarry. 

Facts 
• ~10,000 trucks /yr on Watsonville 

Road and 152 

 

• 32 Acre x 40’ deep pit 

 

• Rock Crusher & Screener 

operating from 6 AM to 5 PM 

 

• Uvas Creek home to Protected 

Steelhead  

32 acre x 40’ Deep 
surface mine 

Aggregate processing 
plant & piling areas 
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Photo from Freeman Quarry website showing 

their existing quarry South of Gilroy 



 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

agency approvals.  This is the time 

communities can succeed in their 

efforts to be heard.  Well-organized 

groups are able to impress 

government agencies with their 

concerns.  We have to live near this, 

and they will listen.   

The standard notification process for 

the County is to only notify residents 

that are within 300 feet of the 

proposed project. In the rural areas 

this would only involve a few 

property owners.  If we are well 

organized, we can be represented 

by more than just those few 

property owners.  Instead, we can 

be represented by all of the people 

who would like to see this area 

unaffected by the damages a 

surface mining operation would 

inflict on our community. 

 

How can you and your family help? 

 

How to stay in touch? 

 

This picture shows an example of what a 

surface mining operation can look like.  Is 

this something you would like to see 

instead of the open space shown in the 

picture below?  What about Uvas Creek 

and the effect of mining on protected 

Steelhead Trout and other wildlife in the 

area?  How will this mine affect our 

community watersheds? 

It is important in situations like this for 

the community to actively organize 

themselves around these issues to 

have a strong and common voice.   

The process to approve this type of 

operation is very long and difficult 

for the applicant, which partially 

ensures that only serious and well-

planned efforts are approved.  This 

process is also very expensive. The 

company would not be continuing 

this effort if they did not see the 

potential for profits.  As a result, we 

can be certain they are funding this 

effort for the long term. As a 

community we need to put the 

same kind of effort into stopping this 

project.   

The time to start organizing is now 

while the process is moving slowly 

and prior to any government 

The age of the Internet provides a powerful way for 

all of us to monitor the activities of our government, 

communicate with interested parties and spread the 

word about this proposed operation.   

This flyer is designed to alert people of this activity 

and encourage people to actively campaign 

against this proposal.  For more information about the 

proposal and the impact it would have on our 

community, please visit: 

http://www.NoQuarryInGilroy.org 

To actively participate in the effort against the 

proposal you can join the Yahoo Group to 

collaborate on this effort.  You can join by visiting: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GilroyQuarry/  

or request to join this group via email by sending a 

message to:  

GilroyQuarry-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

No Internet?  Send mail to Neighbors Against Quarry 

in Gilroy.  777 N. First Street PNB 509, Gilroy, CA 95020. 

You may also call or email Gary Rudholm at the 

Santa Clara County Planning Department and ask to 

be placed on the notification list for file # 3237-66-22-

07P-07EIR.  Gary’s contact info is: (408) 299-5747 and 

Gary.Rudholm@pln.sccgov.org. 

 

Photo of proposed quarry location as it looks today, 

looking East towards the Country Estates homes on the hill.   
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