
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Status of proposal  

Verne Freeman, of Freeman Materials 

in Palo Alto and Freeman Quarry,  south 

of Gilroy, has filed the application for a 

permit for a new quarry on Watsonville 

Road on behalf of Bella Creek LLC.   The 

photo at the right shows what Mr.  

Freeman states is similar to what they 

hope to do along Watsonville Road.  

The plans submitted to the county were 

incomplete and are currently being 

revised to address a variety of  

concerns raised by County as well as 

State officials.  Some people may feel 

that the concerns raised would prevent 

further progress of this proposal; 

however, Freeman Quarry is a  

subsidiary of West Coast Aggregate,  

Inc. , which has five quarries in the Bay 

Area , and it is their business to ope rate  

quar ries and to create more.   

Responses received from the County 

imply that a revised submission is 

c oming.   As a result, it is important for 

the community to be ready for 

representation at future public  

proceedings.  

Quarry on Watsonville Rd?  

Concerned neighbors want to make 

sure your family is aware of a proposal 

making its way through the Santa Clara 

County Planning Department.  The 

proposal  submitted in April 2006 

requests permission for a commercial 

surface mining operation off 

Watsonville & Burchell Road s in Gilroy.   

This mine will excavate  and distribute  

200,000 ð 300,000 tons of gravel / yr, 

which means  ~10,000 trucks/yr , or 1 

135 Acre quarry proposed in your backyard !  

 
every 12 minutes, on Watsonville Rd  

and Hecker Pass  Hwy (152). It will take 

an estimated 20 years to excavate t he 

1.7 million cubic yards of alluvial gravel  

planned for remov al creat ing  a 32 

acre X 40 foot deep pit .  All of the  

gravel would be processed and 

crushed onsite . 

ò..dry -pits can affect 

water quality because 

there is a risk of 

contaminating the 

groundwater table, 

which in turn can 

contaminate the nearby 

stream. ó  
 

- 4/6/2007 letter to the Planning Office 

from The US Fish & Wildlife Service and 

the California  Department of Fish and 

Game  

Map shows   

location of 

proposed 

quarry . 

Facts 
Å ~10,000 trucks / yr on Watsonville 

Road  and 152  

 

Å 32 Acre x 40õ deep pit  

 

Å Rock Crusher & Screener 

operating from  6 AM to 5 PM  

 

Å Uvas Creek home to Protected 

Steelhead  

32 acre x 40õ Deep 
surface mine  

Aggregate processing 
plant & piling areas  

Neighbors Against Quarry  in Gilroy  ƍ http://www.NoQuarryInGilroy.org  

777 North First Street PNB 509, Gilroy, CA 95020     

 

Photo from Freeman Quarry  website showing 

their existing quarry South of Gilroy  


